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The 2020 Annual Meeting, which took place on February 16, 2021, was a testament 

to how adaptable our residents can be.  Karen Durand, HOA Board Secretary at the 

time, who proposed and implemented this meeting format said, “I’d like to thank the 

board and all of the residents who turned in their limited proxies and secret ballots 

allowing us to hold this meeting.  Quorum was established with an amazing 285 of 

483 limited proxies returned (59%), which was well over the minimum 30% required 

per our bylaws.   In addition, we had record attendance of residents who attended 

the virtual meeting.   Many thanks for taking a chance on this new procedure which 

allowed us to continue to conduct HOA business in a timely manner, while keeping 

our residents safe.” 
 

The HOA Board of Directors would like to thank everyone in the community who 

both worked on and attended the virtual meeting to ensure it was successful.  Many 

residents were involved, including the Communications Committee and Block Cap-

tains, who again saved the community several hundred dollars by preparing the mail-

ing and hand-delivering most of the meeting notices and ballots to their residents.  In 

addition, over the four-week period prior to the meeting, the Block Captains, plus a 

few other dedicated residents, either put ballot boxes on their porch, picked up and 

delivered ballots every few days, or counted the proxies and ballots right before the 

meeting, so all of the necessary information was available.   
  
We would also like to thank Troon Green Golf Partners (Troon GGP) for attending the 

meeting virtually and presenting the Cape Royal HOA with a ceremonial check in the 

amount of $199,946.  
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2020 Overview 
 

Key priorities include maintaining and increasing the 

value of our property and homes; protecting our way 

of life; controlling HOA costs through prudent man-

agement of funds; using dedicated community mem-

bers to remain self-managed forever; maintaining an 

open and transparent HOA organization and provid-

ing support for the Cape Royal Golf Club. 
 

Debbie further stated that 2020 was an interesting 

year.  As outlined in the side bar and in the 2020 An-

nual Report, the community continued to make a lot 

of progress despite the difficult year. Covid-19 

changed how we looked at and did most things, with 

technology becoming a bigger part of our lives.  Find-

ing new ways to connect with friends became a pri-

ority when travel wasn’t an option.  Our Golf Club 

prevailed for the most part, with golf revenues high-

er than 2019, but food and beverage sales were 

down.  We dodged the hurricane season, so our 

Emergency Preparedness Team was able to focus on 

gathering information, offering assistance and com-

municating with the community regarding Covid-19.   
 

In addition, we negotiated a lease amendment to 

cover the cost of a new irrigation system, using a 

portion of our golf income over 16 years, (with no 

interest), and saw the majority of that work complet-

ed last year.  We also continued making improve-

ments around the community, such as, repairs to the 

maintenance building and rest rooms, and began 

focusing on needed bridge work, as well as landscap-

ing and the preserve.  Some work especially in the 

area of surface water erosion control was delayed, 

first by the vendor and then the water levels later in 

the year.   
 

Debbie gave a special thanks to Karen Durand, Com-

munication Chair, for keeping everyone informed; 

Camille and Mark Miloff for their efforts through the 

pandemic, and Jim Bessler for serving 3 years on the 

board.  She also thanked the entire community for 

supporting her through her three years as HOA Presi-

dent. 

 56,000 beers and 25,000 cocktails sold in 2020 

 Community donated thousands of $$ in April for staff 

when Caloosa Club closed in April 

 63,005 Total Golf Rounds (26% golf passholder members) 

 140 Active Golf Passholder Memberships (81 HOA)  19% growth 

 71 Single and 69 Family Golf Passholders + 16 Social Memberships 

 Hit 350 rounds played per day in February 2020 and growing 

 59 Junior golfers aged 7-15 attended camps (+40%) 

 Raised over $6,000 for local charities, non-profits & health care orgs. 

 MGA (143 members), LGA (34 members), and resident groups such as 

Cheeseheads (210 members), Bubble Boys (89 members), among 

others hit record numbers each week 

 Group & individual clinics are well attended 

 John Gold, new superintendent added to staff 

 1,411 individual irrigation heads on new Toro irrigation system  

 Tee boxes improved and expanded 

 Improved & filled in hard-pan areas around greens and fairways 

 Better sprinkler coverage on greens, fairways and all playing surfaces 

 Equipment additions made for daily operations 

 Imperial Sod nursery created for L-T care of King and Prince greens 

 Successful negotiations with Troon-GGP to replace the CRGC irrigation 

system paid for with a 16-year amendment to the lease 

 31 homes sold, 15 new build approvals issued 

 150 additional projects approved by ARB 

 36 mailbox requests completed  

 Continued improvements to the maintenance- building area, golf 

course restrooms and clubhouse  

 Added riprap to protect the golf cart path from erosion on Prince 7 

 Completed golf course bridge engineering study 

 Started golf course irrigation project and completed King course 

 Completed signpost refurbishment throughout community  

 Kept policies up-to-date and published on the website  

 Developed a new 5-year landscaping plan 

 Completed west berm irrigation project 

 Completed backflow inspections 

 Replaced over 350 dead plants and a Verawood tree 

 Completed community mulching  

 Managed Juniper activities 

 Repaired streets and completed evaluation for future planning 

 Conducted CPR and hurricane preparedness seminars 

 Conducted a lake preservation seminar 

 Planted 10,000 littorals 

 Added plants to Reflection Lake  

continued on page 3 

2020 Annual Meeting (continued) 

Debbie Davidson, HOA President 

opened the meeting by saying that 

the welfare of the Cape Royal Com-

munity is the top priority of the Board 

of Directors and Committee Chairs.    
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2020 Annual Meeting (continued from page 2) 
 

In 2021, Debbie stated that the HOA plans to focus on the following projects:  
 

 Oversee completion of the golf course irrigation project 

 Complete erosion control work on identified sections of Lakes 10 and 18 

 Complete 2 additional west-berm gardens and continue with perimeter plantings  

 Start golf course bridge replacement work  

 Complete asset management report and prepare for community vote to change 

from line item to cash flow reserve-funding approach  

 Continue to monitor projects along our borders 

 Focus on state and local political connections 

 Continue ARB and Covenants reviews 

 Continue Emergency Preparedness education 

 Looking ahead to 2021, Sean said their efforts will focus on safety, following all CDC, USGA, and Health Dept. guide-

lines; cultural practices and fertility to improve and maintain the golf course everyone sees out their window; improve-

ment in course drainage and aesthetic appeal, growing their events and customer base, developing their identity and 

brand outside of Cape Coral and creating new and unique experiences at The Caloosa Club.  They also plan to optimize 

Troon programming and resources for their members and guests and continue to strengthen the relationship between 

Club operations and Cape Royal Homeowners. 
  

Matt McIntee, CEO Troon GGP, spoke briefly online and said our success continues to be outstanding.  He feels it is the 

quality which really makes a difference.  Communities who make the commitment have, are the ones who end up being 

successful.   He thanked Sean, John Gold, Zachary R. Vervaecke and the team for their commitment to Cape Royal’s suc-

cess as well.  He thinks Cape Royal has a really bright future and thanked us for all we do for the community.  Matt said 

“It’s a pleasure working with people who work with us.”   
 

Karen Durand, Board Secretary, then reported that the newly elected HOA Board Members are Debbie Davidson and 
John Cogan.  Meeting was adjourned. 

Sean Biggs, General Manager/Director of Golf, Cape Royal Golf Club, said he feels honored and grateful to 

be a part of this community.  It’s the most enjoyable job he’s ever had and he credits relationships with 

the community, who are a dedicated and endearing group. Sean provided some interesting facts which 

are outlined in the sidebar on page 2.  He said despite challenging circumstances this year, he truly, and 

infinitely, thanks everyone for their support this past year. 

2021 Cape Royal HOA Officers and Committee Assignments: 
 
President - Neil Price; Board Liaison to Roads & Lighting and Surface Water Management 
Vice President – David Schmid; Board Liaison to ARB and Golf Steering Committee Chair  
Treasurer – Donna Shelton; Board Liaison to Finance 
Secretary – John Cogan; Board Liaison to Community Access  
Director At-Large – Debbie Davidson; Board Liaison to Golf Steering & Strategic Planning 
Director At-Large – Karen Durand; Board Liaison to Communications & Community Activities 
Director At-Large – Jean Carlson; Board Liaison to Covenants, Landscape and Vacant Lots 

Don’t Forget 
March 14th 
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From the President’s Desk 
 
I wish to welcome our new board member, John Cogan. I also welcome back as board member, 
Deb Davidson, and thank her for her dedication and hard work as president these past few 
years. 
 

Our community has accomplished amazing things through resident participation, volunteerism 
and plain hard work. We’ve secured our land and community assets, protected our property 
values and lifestyle. We’ve established a golf operating partnership that has been successful 
beyond anybody’s dreams six years ago.  

We’re just completing the irrigation project, which will elevate our values further. We and our partners from Troon are 
still asked “How did you do it?”  Well, we did it through all of you. Whether as an active participant or simply giving us 
your vote and sharing a vision of what might be. 
 
We have more challenges that I am confident we will overcome. As you can see, we need to address our northern 
boundary.  We will need to be ready on our southern boundary when development begins. We have golf course bridge 
replacement projects defined. Our lake projects for erosion control and water quality improvement are underway. We 
will be looking at our reserves process to ensure we plan for the future in a fiscally responsible way.  
 
We have much to do; however, with your help I’m confident we will get it all done.   I look forward to serving as your 
new Homeowner’s Board President. 
 
Regards,   
 
Neil Price 
President, Cape Royal Homeowners Association 

HOA Committee News 

Important Community Access Note – Matt Zacharias 
 

Matt would like to remind everyone that it is the residents’ responsibility to report damages to the gates as soon as pos-

sible, to avoid damage to other vehicles who follow you.  On January 12th, a resident hit the west gate arm and partially 

broke it, which caused damage to another resident’s vehicle when it finally gave way, fell off, and hit the car.  Our cam-

era at the gate will eventually identify when problems occurred; however, calling right away in order to prevent future 

damage is greatly appreciated by all. 
 

Golf Steering Committee – Debbie Davidson 
 

The irrigation installation is almost complete and within budget.  The King, Prince and Queen courses are complete, as 

are the practice areas, clubhouse and parking lot entrance.  Sod and cart-path repair and clean-up are in the works, 

which will be followed by demobilization of all equipment and containers.  The HOA would like to  

thank Don Weigand for serving as our HOA Oversite Manager through this project.    
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HOA Committee News (continued) 

Communication Committee – Karen Durand 
 

Block Captain News—We are pleased to welcome Kathryn Schulte as the newest Block Captain of Prince Charles Court.  

She replaces Jim Bessler, who has served in the role for 4 years.  Thank you Jim!    Kathryn lives at 11935 Prince Charles Ct., 

and moved here in mid September 2020 from cold & frosty St. John, IN, just SE of Chicago.   However, she previously lived 

in the Cape Royal community on Royal Tee Circle, from 2008 thru 2014. She brings much experience to the role, since she 

served as a block captain then as well.    Please join me in welcoming her back to the hood and her newest role of Block 

Captain.   The master list of Block Captains in the community can found on our website by clicking here. 

Community Activities Christmas Light Takedown – Jacquie Flenniken 
 

Community Activities Chair, Jacquie Flenniken, would like to thank Jessica and Dick Wojtukiewicz and their crew for mak-

ing sure our community was beautiful for the holidays. Every night they were at the entrances, making sure things were 

working properly.  She would also like to thank all the volunteers who worked so hard to put up and remove the decora-

tions. You are a wonderful community. 

Surface Water Management Committee – Bill Ready 
 

Members of the Surface Water Management Committee will be working to assist the Lee 

County Division of Natural Resources install MEDALLIONS on our storm drains to help make 

our residents and vendors more aware of the fact that everything that goes in our Storm Wa-

ter Drains eventually ends up in Matlacha Pass and the Gulf of Mexico.  
 

Lee County will supply the Medallions for free, plus Leigh Simmons who is the NPDES 

(National Pollutant Discharge Elimination) Coordinator for Lee County will assist in the instal-

lation.  They will furnish the bit to make the shallow core that the medallion fits into (so it is 

flush with the concrete); all we have to do is provide some labor and the Sikaflex adhesive.   

Thank you to Gregg Forsberg for bringing this opportunity to the board for implementation. 
 

For more information read this News Article: https://www.news-press.com/story/
news/2016/09/23/lee-county-storm-drain-marker-drive-volunteers-keep-lee-
beautiful/90044184/ 

2021 Homeowners’ Directory—is now in work for April publication.  All residents are asked to respond to their 

Block Captain with any changes in name, address or phone number as soon as possible.    Please be on the look 

out for these emails.  Many thanks to Leslie Mitchell and her team for completing this project again this year. 

Aluminum storm drain maker 
cautions passers-by that any 

litter and chemicals will wind up 
untreated and taint a natural 

body of water. 

Lee County is committed to pro-
tecting our most valuable resource
–water. Visit leegov.com/water to 
learn more. 
 

 
Leigh Simmons, Lee County Division of 
Natural Resources instructing Gregg 
Forsberg on installation. 

https://www.caperoyalhoa.com/communications
https://www.news-press.com/story/news/2016/09/23/lee-county-storm-drain-marker-drive-volunteers-keep-lee-beautiful/90044184/
https://www.news-press.com/story/news/2016/09/23/lee-county-storm-drain-marker-drive-volunteers-keep-lee-beautiful/90044184/
https://www.news-press.com/story/news/2016/09/23/lee-county-storm-drain-marker-drive-volunteers-keep-lee-beautiful/90044184/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h2hlvOLe0AyW3s6TmnDGGrDlIb-qSMqBptlmLZAEiaaJmSdCHHzzD72AxY5HawOv1j_9-iCe39xSvvwkuBR4eESYL3UWH1bL5SYpE_oO9_gf2HOVilindzZrdna29eiCeEiMhg0U3VPjPGp3ZBxSzukuZxD3b-8T632AsAo6s_dcDFTBvO0odjzlcC4rCA5eueSh3-ICZ68p7QSKrQg-3UqR2yTlhVEGKA8O
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There is a number I have in mind. A number that represents 
the totality of Cape Royal Golf Club. This number is a repre-
sentation of the popularity, desire, and awareness of this club. 
I used to think that number was 350, which is a respectable 
number.  
 

We have golfers from all over enjoying our wonderful facility. 
Residents of Lee County, tourists from up north and out west, 
and even overseas.  So, my new number now is 400.  

Sean W. Biggs,  

General Manager  

& PGA Professional 

Cape Royal Golf Club News 

We have surpassed 400 rounds of golf in one day. It's hard to imagine that many golf-
ers playing here. It is a sight to behold to see the smiling faces and laughter 
among organized chaos, as it were. With our operations in mind and a complet-
ed irrigation overhaul, we will continue to do our very best, every day, to provide an 
enjoyable experience for everyone who visits our Golf Club.  
 

Exciting news: The Caloosa Club, would like to announce a new addition to our club 
family, Executive Chef Andrew Opalski. I am eager to see what creations and ideas he 
has in store for all of us. Also, Karen Tranchitella, a seasoned and familiar face here at 
Cape Royal, will be filling the role of our Dining Room Supervisor. Please join me in 
wishing her luck in her new position!  
 

If you have any future events, parties, or activities you wish to host at The Caloosa 
Club, make sure to reach out to Karen.  
 

If you would like to stay in touch with all of the weekly culinary specials, changes in 
hours of operations, and special events that we host at The Caloosa Club restaurant, 
follow us on Facebook @thecaloosaclub.  
 

I hope everyone gets to enjoy this wonderful weather we have been experiencing and 
cheers to another great year ahead.  
 

See you at the club.  Sean 

Upcoming Cape Royal Golf Club Events: 
 

Mar.   9   MGA Club Championship begins   

Mar. 17   St. Patrick’s Day Party and Buffet 

Mar. 18    LGA President’s Cup and Club Championship begins 

Mar. 20   MGA Stag Party and Banquet 

Mar. 21    Beat the Pro Scramble and Sponsorship Event 

Mar. 24   Bubble Boy Spring Match Play begins 

Mar. 27   Welcome to Spring - A Caloosa Club Dining Event  

 

Apr.   3  Easter Brunch at the Caloosa Club 

Apr. 10  CRCF High School Scholarship Golf Outing 

Apr. 17  Cape Coral Charter Rally on the Green 

Apr. 24  Hawaiian Night at the Caloosa Club with live music 

 

Call the Pro Shop to make your reservations 239-283-5522 Ext 2 
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Andrew Opalski  

Executive Chef 

aopalski@caperoyalgolfclub.com  

Welcome Our New Team Members 

Karen Tranchitella 

Dining Room Supervisor 

ktranch@caperoyalgolfclub.com  

Executive Chef Andrew hails originally from Maryland; however, has been in the SW FL area 
since July 2019, when he moved his family to FL to become Restaurant Chef for the South 
Seas Island Resort on Captiva Island.  Covid-19 got in the way in 2020, as it did for so many, 
but he was able to find a full-time position in Cape Coral until the right opportunity came 
along.  He is very excited to join the Cape Royal Golf Club team as the Executive Chef of the 
Caloosa Club, particularly where the team and community feel like being part of a family. 
 

Andrew says he realized his passion for cooking at a very young age and earned a Culinary 
Arts Program degree from CATSouth in high school.  Since then, he has held every job in his 
field, so he knows what it takes to succeed.  His talent and hard work were recognized as he 
quickly moved up the ranks to become Chef De Cuisine/Assistant General Manager at the 
Harvest Wood Grill + Tap in downtown Annapolis, Maryland, at the age of 25.  Since then, he 
has also held chef roles at The Hilton of Baltimore and the Ale House Columbia. When asked 
what he likes to do for fun, he said, “smoking,” using fresh, local ingredients in fun and crea-
tive ways. 

He describes his cooking style as “Farm Fresh” or “Farm to Table,” with influences from many different areas of the world, 
such as Mediterranean, Mexican, Italian, traditional American, etc.  This means it’s important to know where our food is 
coming from, and to source locally whenever possible, particularly seafood.  Andrew is a proud supporter of the Maryland 
based group Oyster Recovery Partnership (ORP) and Captains for Clean Waters (in Florida), and believes greatly in their mis-
sion to help the waters that surround us and provide our food. 
 

Andrew has overall responsibility at the Caloosa Club for all food and beverage operations. He looks forward to creating 
new and unique experiences for us, including weekly specials, new menus, and more patio cookouts and community-
centered activities.   He describes his management style as very hands-on, with an open-door policy.  He feels it is important 
to treat others as he would like to be treated and says he likes to receive feedback, good and bad, because that is the best 
way to learn.  He has worked with and helped out in a lot of fundraisers and events in the past and wants to know how he 
can help you make your dining experience or event, the best that it can be.    

Executive Chef, Andrew Opalski  

Dining Room Supervisor, Karen Tranchitella 

Please join me in congratulating Karen Tranchitella on her promotion to Dining Room Super-
visor. As most of you know, Karen has worked at the Caloosa Club as a bartender and server 
for the last four years.  She has always been a friendly and engaging team player, well liked 
by both customers and staff, however, you may not know the extent of her work experience. 
 

Karen has many years of management experience, leading and training teams to provide 
great customer service and satisfaction at well-known companies, such as Target, Meijer and 
Lifetime Fitness and Spa.  She is well-traveled and has managed and trained approximately 
120 employees over multiple locations worldwide.  In addition, she has experience in most 
restaurant positions, which coupled with her attention to detail, poise under pressure, and 
love of the restaurant business, give her a great background for this new position.  

Karen is very excited about her new role because it allows her the opportunity to use all of her business experience, yet work 
with family, because Cape Royal is her community.   In her new role, Karen is responsible for all of the front-of-the-house 
operations, including management of the wait staff, bartenders and beverage-cart operators.  She describes her manage-
ment style as leading by example.  She looks forward to working with the team to create an atmosphere where the Caloosa 
Club is viewed as a restaurant with good food and is welcoming and friendly to everyone.    
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Congratulations Cape Royal Golfers 

Second Annual Royal Open! 
 

A total of 35 two person teams, split into 3 divisions by handicap, vied for the crowns. 
 

Men's Flight 1 Winners were Ted Olencki and Sammy Mula with a Net 63  

Men's Flight 2 Winners were Bill Lille and Don Salyers with a Net 63  

Ladies Winners were Barb Pretasky and Barb Sicilia with a Net 66  

The Men’s Golf Association (MGA) Pig Roast  

The Welcome Back Pig Roast was delayed due to Covid-19, however it was back in 

February, with  60 golfers and over 100 people attending the dinner.  Steve wants to 

thank everyone for their support and participation,  it was our best yet. 

L to R:  Sous Chef, Adrian Poe, Execu-

tive Chef, Andrew Opalski and Steve 

Henry, MGA President 

Many residents lined up to thank and honor Bucky (Howard Cox) with a "golf cart drive-

by retirement celebration" on Feb 12th at the clubhouse. For those that didn’t know, 

Bucky worked on the golf course irrigation system for many years and was instrumental 

with identifying irrigation & drainage locations and continually repairing them after the 

course closed in 2017.  His knowledge of the system and his repair efforts were critical 

during that time.   
 

Residents who lived in the community then, greatly appreciated his one-man-band dedi-

cation!   In Bucky's own words, he said, "With the new irrigation system, I am ready and 

can feel good about finally being able to retire."    Many residents turned out at the 

clubhouse and he received a card and $240 in "Bucky Bucks" along with a few additional 

sealed cards.   

Bucky's Drive-by Retirement Golf Cart Parade 



9 

CRCF High School Scholarship Golf Challenge 
Saturday, April 10, 2021 
Priority Registration Is Now Open 

2021 CRCF Player Registration and Sponsorship Form 

You are invited to join CRCF on Saturday, April 10, 2021, for the return of the Lee County High School Scholarship Golf 
Challenge at the Cape Royal Golf Club, back after being cancelled last year due to Covid-19.  
 
Priority registration is open to residents of Cape Royal and will then be open to the general public the second week in 
March.  Due to required safety guidelines in place, this year’s event is limited to 32 teams (128 golfers total), which is 
much lower than in years past, so be sure to get your registration form in soon.   
 
The event fee includes a continental breakfast with one free bloody mary or mimosa, free beer, water or soft drink 
during the tournament, and after play, a country barbecue, featuring chicken, ribs and BBQ Pork with all the fixings.   
 
As you know, Covid-19 has affected our lives in sometimes profound ways.  The Cape Royal Community Foundation 
(CRCF) feels blessed to be part of such a caring community, that despite a cancelled tournament last year, allowed 
them to award $20,000 in scholarships and continue their other charity work throughout the year.   Your help is now 
needed to continue that work. 
 
Please consider helping by either playing in the tournament or becoming a sponsor.  There are several sponsorship 
levels available, from Tee Box Signs, to Silver and Platinum sponsor levels.   The sponsorships go a long way toward 
funding CRCF's work.   
 
The registration and sponsorship form can be found by clicking on the button below.  Click here to learn more. 

Thank you for your participation in and sponsorship of this community event.  Questions?  Please contact one of the 
following co-chairs: 

Tom Maurath   239-283-0427    tfmaurath@yahoo.com 
Barb Pretasky   239-470-1747    b.pretasky@comcast.net 
Tom Cooper      239-738-6665    tcooper2906@gmail.com 

https://6acbca45-ada1-46e5-abce-f58aef1d2510.filesusr.com/ugd/696bd5_528a640131e24d78829bde9fcebfad9f.pdf
https://www.crcf.info/
https://5a61502f-9172-468f-bcbb-da372fb9a492.filesusr.com/ugd/f8b36d_bbe8f7f8562b48e7a9930b19a680ae1e.pdf


Look for more events and specials as Executive Chef Andrew keeps us fed and entertained.   

Sean and Andrew encourage everyone to check the calendar often for future events and make your reservations early as the 

fun continues. 

Valentine’s Day Dinner was a Delight  
at the Caloosa Club 

Beautiful Presentation and Wonderful Food 

10 
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Our Community and the Cape Royal 
Golf Club Team Up To Benefit the  

On January 16 and 17, the community teamed up with the Cape 
Royal Golf Club, to collect food and monetary donations for the 
Cape Coral Caring Center and filled the van, again showing how the 
community rallies behind great local causes, despite difficult cir-
cumstances.   
 

When the 3rd Annual Holiday Food Drive Golf Scramble had to be 
cancelled, General Manager, Sean Biggs still wanted to help, so he 
announced a pledge of $2 for every round of golf played that 
weekend, which generated $830 despite the cool and windy 
weather.  He also accepted non-perishable food donations at Cape 
Royal Golf Club all weekend.   The Caring Center van, signs and 
bins were placed in and around the clubhouse, reminding every-
one to give. 

In 2020, the Cape Coral Caring Center reports that the Cape 
Royal Community Total Donations were 4,491.2 lbs of food 
and personal care products and $8,060.  Thank you!  

Sean and Donna want to thank everyone for their participation and outstanding support.   A special thank you goes to Amy 
Williamson, Carol Maurath, Lin Willett and Kathy Schulte for offering drop off locations; to Phyllis Mills, Lu  Rokosz, Mick 
Katch, and Tom Cooper for offering to pick up; and to Tom and Carol Maurath, Tom Cooper, Karen Durand and the CRGC 
staff for loading the van.      

Donna reports that the Next Food Drive for the Caring Center is planned for  

March 9th, 10th and 11th with delivery on the 12th. 

Donna Williamson and Sean Biggs  

loading the van. 

Carol and Tom Maurath and Tom Cooper loading the van. 

Our Cape Royal Community group, led by Donna Williamson, also  
wanted to help and joined Sean’s Food Drive to make it easy for all of our 
residents, golfers and non-golfers alike, to participate.   In addition to the 
clubhouse, several other drop off locations were available throughout the 
neighborhood, with some residents also offering to pick up.    
 

A total of 617.3 lbs of nonperishable food and personal care products and 

$3,320 in monetary donations were raised in just two days. 

L to R:  Resident Carol Maurath, Board Member Ka-

ren Durand, Executive Director Caring Center, Julie 

Ferguson, CRGC General Manager, Sean Biggs, Dining 

Room Supervisor, Karen Tranchitella, and HOA Presi-

dent, Neil Price. 
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“Cruise In” Car Show is coming to Cape Royal 
Saturday, March 27, 3:00pm – 5:00pm 

Now that the parking lot is available, the Cape Royal Corvettes  are again sponsoring 

a “Cruise In” event on Saturday, March 27th, 3:00 pm -5:00pm in the Cape Royal 

Golf Club parking lot.  
 

Cape Royal residents are encouraged to bring their American/European/Japanese 

exotic sports cars.  Street rods and classic cars are also welcome.  This is for Cape 

Royal residents only.   
 

Viewers are welcome, however, parking is very limited.   The beverage cart will be 

available.   
 

Contact Matt Zacharias or Don Weigand who are the event hosts for more infor-

mation.   

Upcoming Community Events 

     Cape Royal Bingo 
    Monday, March 22nd on the Patio 

 
Cape Royal Bingo will be on March 22th and hosted by Ed Harrington.   Proceeds will go to the Pine Island Food Pantry.   
Sign up for this event is with Ed capecoraled@yahoo.com, not the clubhouse.   
 
Reservations are required.  All Covid-19 protocols will be in effect.    Dining for those interested will be from 4pm to 6pm.  

Sights Captured Around the Neighborhood 

A successful fishing trip for this Osprey,  photo series by Kim Roos 

Another success, but then had to share 

Pied-billed Grebe     

Giant Swallowtail butterfly with 5” 

wing span on RTC road 
Turtles & Gators catching 

some rays 

Redhead ducks 

mailto:capecoraled@yahoo.com
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Royal Picklers Leadership Changes 

Senior Olympic Champion Bill Colman Wins Gold 
and Silver Again At Table Tennis Competition! 

 

Congratulations to the newly elected officers of the Royal 
Picklers for 2021.  They are Fred Wells, President; Donna 
Shelton, Treasurer, and Valerie Heldt, Secretary.   
 

The Royal Picklers would like to thank Karen Forsberg for her 
leadership as the past President.   
 

The Royal Picklers are looking forward to the 2021 season by 
having fun and enjoying the comraderie that has evolved.   

The Winners from the Senior Olympics in Lee County, now advance to the State Olympics 
to be held later this year in either Tallahassee or Orlando. They also qualify to compete in 
the National Olympics, if desired.   Players of all skill levels, play at the North Fort Myers 
Rec Center every Tuesday and Friday morning from 8:30-12:00.   Lifetime membership is 
$10.  If interested, contact Bill at Billcolman@aol.com. 

At the Senior Olympic Games held in North Fort Myers in 
February, Bill Colman won two Gold Medals; one for Men’s 
Doubles and one for Mixed Doubles, and a Silver for Men’s 
Singles Table Tennis at the Senior Olympic Games.  
 

Pictured here are the Gold and Silver Medalists.   
Bill said, “one of the finalists has advanced Park-
inson's, yet when he plays, the Parkinson's disap-
pears. Absolutely miraculous!” 

Group picture of players 

from our area, encompass-

ing Sanibel to Clermont, FL.   

Karen Forsberg passing the paddle to Fred Wells 

Fred thanks Claude Manuel, a member of the Royal Picklers for designing, 
building and donating a permanent in-place PVC pickleball frame.  Fred said, 
“This permanent frame saves approximately 10 minutes total time for set up 
and take down. It also eliminates having to transport a portable unit, thus 
reducing the risk of personal injury. The PVC unit is weather friendly, elimi-
nating the rusting process of the portable metal frames.”   At the next 
meeting, the membership will determine the next step regarding additional 
units. 

New players from the community are welcome to join the Royal Picklers.  Though it is a challenge, the group is dedicated 
to follow and enforce the Covid-19 protocol rules.  In addition, they frequently address and modify their rules to meet the 
challenge of reducing the risk of being exposed to Covid-19.   If interested, stop by court side on Monday, Wednesday or 
Friday, 8:30-11:00 am.   Contact: Fred Wells at fbwells@yahoo.com or (502) 442-9222.  Be safe. 

mailto:Billcolman@aol.com
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Wow! Yet Another Way Cape Royal Residents Give Back… 

 

For the last two years, the Blanket Bunch from Christ Lutheran Church in Cape Coral, led 
by Sandra Bailey, has donated blankets to many needy families at the Cape Coral Caring 
Center, and they are delighted, especially this time of year.   
 
Started in 2004, this small group of 10 dedicated seamstresses, which include our own 
Mary Jo Lindgren and Twyla Wheeler, saw a need in the Cape and put their talents to 
work, by first providing blankets to the homeless through the Veteran’s Museum, and 
now for the past few years, through the Cape Coral Caring Center. 
 
Each blanket is made with tender loving care using all kinds of donated fabric, from up-
holstery, to sheets, pillow cases, drapes and even hospital curtains and then given to the 
Caring Center to distribute to families in need each month.   Mary Jo wants to thank 
everyone in the community who has been supporting and donating to our group. 

The Blanket Bunch Keeps Cape Coral Caring Center Clients Warm Each Year 

Wendy Wootton, Cape Coral Caring Center Program Op-
erations Manager, said, “they are a big hit, clients are 
always very excited to receive them.”   

Julie Ferguson, Executive Director, stated, “We are grateful to the Blanket Bunch; 
everyone wants a beautiful blanket made with love. Blankets are useful year-round 
but are particularly wonderful when it is chilly outside. It is always nice to put a smile 
on someone’s face when their life has taken a difficult turn, giving food and a lovely 
blanket are the kindness we love giving. Smiles all around!” 
 
The Caring Center and the Cape Royal Community gives a heartfelt THANK YOU to 
Sandra Bailey, Mary Newmann, Jo Anne Bonesho, Barbara Evangelista, Barbara Feld-
mann, Mary Jo Lindgren, Shirley Nunn, Babe Olszewski, Sara Stoudt and Twyla 
Wheeler, along with many others from past years, for keeping the Caring Center cli-
ents warm. 

How you can help:  Contact Mary Jo Lindgren at (239) 282-

1588 or maryjolindgren@gmail.com or Twyla Wheeler at (239) 

283-2503 or twylaw858@gmail.com.  The group welcomes do-

nations of sewing machines, fabrics of all types and sizes, yarn, 

thread and sewing supplies.  If you are cleaning out closets or 

remodeling, give them a call.  Monetary donations are also 

welcome.  Anything they receive which cannot be used is do-

nated to the Kiwanis, so nothing goes to waste.   

Sandra Bailey, Mary Jo Lindgren and 

Twyla Wheeler showcasing some of 

their blankets All of the sewing machines and materials that the Blanket Bunch uses, have 
been donated, and while their location in the Cape has changed over the 
years, their dedication has not.  The number of blankets produced and do-
nated each year has grown almost 200% in just the past 3 years.  In 2020, 
they donated 273 blankets to the Caring Center and are already on track to 
exceed that number in 2021, if incoming donations keep up with demand.    

Pictured L to R:  Babe, Sandra, Twyla, Mary, 

Mary Jo, Jo Anne, Sara and Shirley. 

mailto:maryjolindgren@gmail.com
mailto:twylaw858@gmail.com
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Fire District Update 

Cape Royal’s fire protection and emergency rescue services are provided by Matlacha Pine Island Fire Control District 
(MPIFCD). Our District encompasses all of Pine Island, Matlacha and a flag shaped area of unincorporated Lee County on 
the mainland along Pine Island Rd, including the Cape Royal community. The District has 4 fire stations. Three are located 
on Stringfellow Rd. along the length of Pine Island, and the newest commissioned 4th station is located on Pine Island Road, 
about a ½ mile west of our entrance.  
 

With the opening of station 4, on-scene response times for Cape Royal are now 5-7 minutes from dispatch. Emergency call 
volume has been increasing across the district, as well as from Cape Royal. In calendar year 2020, fifty-four calls were dis-
patched to Cape Royal, and in our first 6 weeks of 2021, we have had 14 calls. Almost all calls have been medical-related. 
 

All our engine companies have Basic Life Support and AEDs on board, and our fire fighters are EMT trained. Our plans call 
for bringing our engines up to Advanced Life Support (ALS) certification in the coming years. This involves elevating at least 
one firefighter per engine to full paramedic certification, along with additional medications and equipment on board. ALS 
is the highest level of field emergency response and is only available on a limited number of county EMS ambulances. Since 
our engine companies generally arrive on-scene ahead of EMS, ALS capability will save lives. We currently have six fire-
fighters in training programs to achieve paramedic status and will phase in ALS capability as they complete training and 
certification. 

Since Station 4 Opened 
 On-scene response times for Cape Royal are 5-7 minutes from dispatch. 

 Emergency call volume has been increasing across the district, including to Cape Royal. 

 In 2020, fifty-four (54) calls were dispatched to Cape Royal. 

 In the first 6 weeks of 2021, 14 calls have been dispatched from Cape Royal. 

 Almost all calls have been medical related. 

 6 firefighters are currently in ALS training programs to achieve paramedic status. 

Two emergency calls into Cape Royal last month illustrate the importance of this program. In both cases, our engine arrived, 
followed by the County EMS. The EMS paramedics evaluated the urgency and called for an Air Medi-Vac helicopter for 
transport to specialty ER teams located at Gulf Coast Hospital in Ft. Myers. With an ALS certified engine company, this determi-
nation can be made by first on scene, possibly saving several minutes. Happily, both residents are now home and doing fine. 

How do our emergency teams know where to go for incidents on the 
golf course? A few years ago, Lee County required all golf courses to be 
mapped with correlation to street addresses. Should a call come in for 
an emergency on the course, the engine’s on-board computer will direct 
the responder to the closest street address for the specified hole on the 
course. 
 

Interested in learning more?  Please see the attached links for the 2020 

Annual Report and download the link for the fire department app.     
 

2020 Annual Report Direct link: http://pineislandfire.org/resources/

End+of+the+Year+Report+2020$21.pdf 
 

NEW Fire Department App link:  https://apps.myocv.com/share/

a39233922 

 
I’ll be keeping you informed and updated over the coming year. 
 

Neil Price,  Commissioner, Matlacha Pine Island Fire Control District 

http://pineislandfire.org/resources/End+of+the+Year+Report+2020$21.pdf
http://pineislandfire.org/resources/End+of+the+Year+Report+2020$21.pdf
https://apps.myocv.com/share/a39233922
https://apps.myocv.com/share/a39233922
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“IT TAKES A VILLAGE…” 

Editor:  Karen Durand kdurand55@gmail.com 

Dave Blancett 
Marla Britton 
Judy Burke 
Elaine Chapman-Moore 
Bill Coleman 
Tom Cooper 
Debbie Davidson 
Jacquie Flenniken 
Karen Forsberg 

Gregg Forsberg 
Ed Harrington 
Steve Henry 
Rhonda Hibbert 
Mary Jo Lindgren 
Jeff Lucas 
Chris Mahon 
Camille & Mark Miloff 
Shirley Molitor 

Tom & Carol Maurath 
Barb Pretasky 
Neil Price 
Bill Ready 
Lu Rokosz 
Kim Roos 
Don Weigand 
Fred Wells 
Twyla Wheeler 

Donna Williamson 
Matt Zacharias 
 
Sean Biggs—CRGC 
Josh Ross—CRGC 
Andrew Opalski—CRGC 
Karen Tranchchitella—CRGC 
 
 

Special Thanks to the Proof-Readers: 
Richard Durand, Phyllis Mills, Charles Onufer, Lu Rokosz, Dottie Weigand, Vickie Wells and Lin Willett 

Many Thanks to our content contributors for this Issue: 

March April 
 

8 333 Wine Club Tasting 

8      ARB Committee Meeting 

9      MGA Golf Championship begins 

9 Finance Committee Meeting 

12 Golf Clinic—Hybrids and Fairway Woods 

13 Junior Golf Camp & Pizza Party Ages 7-14 

15 Bocce Play-Offs & Awards 

16 HOA Meeting 

17   Landscape Committee Meeting 

17   St Patrick’s Day Party and Buffet 
18   LGA Presidents Cup & Club Championship begin 

20   Golf Clinics—Need to hit the ball straighter? 

20 MGA End of Season Banquet 

21 Cheeseheads—Beat the Pro – Scramble—Pros Sponsorship 

22 Bingo at the Caloosa Club 

24    Bubble Boys Spring Match Play Round 1 

25 LGA End of Season Banquet 

27 “CRUISE IN” Car Show  

27    Welcome to Spring—A Caloosa Club Dining Event  

28   Bubble Boys Spring Match Play Round 2 

 

3      Junior Golf Camp & Cookout on the Grill  Ages 7-14 

4 Easter Brunch at the Caloosa Club 

9      Golf Clinic—Short Game, Around the Greens 

10    CRCF High School Scholarship Golf Outing 

12    ARB Committee Meeting 

13  Finance Committee Meeting 

17    Cape Royal Charter RALLY ON THE GREEN event  

20    HOA Meeting 

21    Landscape Committee Meeting 

24  Hawaiian Night at the Caloosa Club with live music 

 

 

 

 
Save the Date 
May 3  Lee Health Blood Drive from 10am-3pm   
Cape Royal Golf Club Parking Lot 
More information to come 

Mark your Calendar    Click here for details on the Community Calendar 

Ready to make it 3 years in a row?  

Voting will commence in April with date TBA  

news-press.com/thebest  

Vote early and often for BEST: 

Cape Royal Community 

Cape Royal Golf Course 

Cape Royal Staff & Service 

Caloosa Club Restaurant  

http://www.caperoyalhoa.com/CalendarG.html
http://news-press.com/thebest

