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  Congratulations 
SWM Pond Watch Committee  

In early October, the Surface Water Management Committee oversaw the 
planting of 10,000 littorals within the water’s edge of many of our lakes by 
Woods and Wetlands, Inc.   These are shore plants planted in the water to 
help protect the shoreline against erosion and improve the water quality of 
our lakes. 
 

About half of all the plants were planted on the golf course side of the 
lakes.  The others were installed behind homes where a significant shelf 
along the water’s edge had been identified, but the shoreline did not need 
future grading.  
 

As restoration proceeds over the next few years, more littorals will be 
added to areas of shoreline.   For those affected, the SWM Committee 
asks residents to please advise their landscape companies to NOT spray 
or weed eat these plants.  Signs will be added in 2021.   

This award honors the outstanding work of volunteer organizations for significant contributions to the preservation of our 
water resources.   Ernesto accepted the award at a Virtual Meeting on August 27, on behalf of the 108 volunteers that 
have sampled ponds since 1993.  
 

He said the program is an educational experience for homeowners and the district. All of the volunteers have become ex-
perts in their communities, providing water quality information and best management practices to improve or maintain 
the conditions of your ponds.”  
 

Congratulations and thank you to our Cape Royal Leads,  Gregg Forsberg and Dave Lahr for their the ongoing dedication to 
ensure our water samples are taken to Lehigh Acres each month. Please thank them along with the whole team which in-
cludes Ed Benninghoff, Jean Carlson, Clydie Douglass, Phyllis Mills, Gary Myles, Mark Knoth, Millie Damon, Bill Ready, Paul 
Boggs, Chuck Hibbert, Karen Way and Lin Willett, led by the SWM Lakes Subcommittee Chair, Neil Price, for their ongoing 
dedication for keeping our 23 man-made ponds healthy. 
  

Ernesto Lasso de la Vega, Pond Watch Coordinator, Lee County Hya-
cinth Control District, reports that the Pond Watch Program in which 
Cape Royal participates, has received the Dr. Daniel E. Canfield, Jr. 
Volunteerism Award by the Florida Lake Management Society.  

WOW!  10,000 Littorals Planted in One Day 
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Areas highlighted in red indi-
cate locations of Littoral 
plantings. 

This story was first published in The Royal News, our Cape 
Royal Community Newsletter, Volume 6, November 2020.  


